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WEEK 2

LESSON GUIDE

BIG IDEA BIBLE

God listens to Solomon Asks For Wisdom:
our requests. 1 Kings 3:1-15; Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

ABOUT THIS WEEK

The thing about construction sites is that they are so loud it can be hard to know if anyone hears
what you're saying. This week, we'll take a look at the time Solomon asked God to give him something
every person in leadership needs— wisdom. Solomon's story reminds us that no matter how loud
things get in our lives, God listens to our requests.

LARGE GROUP TIME

Good morning, crew! Ready to continue on our building project? We are still building around the story of King
Solomon. Last time, his throne was nearly stolen by his brother Adonijah. Now that he's the king of Israel, what
plans might God have for him? Let's dig into the Bible and see how Solomon wanted to be built by God.

WHAT? What are we talking about today
| Slow Or Stop

INSTRUCTIONS: For this activity, you'll need a Stop Slow double-sided sign (or make your own). Play
construction site sound effects (like this), turning up the volume so that itll be challenging to talk over the
noise. To play, have kids roam around the room, shake hands with everyone, and try to talk to each other.
When the sign is on "slow," kids have to move in slow motion. When the sign is on "stop," they have to freeze in
their last position. The first person you spot moving is the new sign holder. Keep passing on the sign to the
next person who gets out first. Keep playing until only one or a few remain.

e CONSTRUCTION SITES ARE VERY LOUD! There are jackhammers drilling, dump trucks reversing, and all
sorts of machinery whirring. A lot of construction workers wear ear muffs to drown out the noise, but even
without them, it would be hard to hear each other anyway. That's why when you're on a construction site,
it's important to pay attention to signs!

e Intoday's story, we see that Solomon wanted to listen to God's voice more than anyone else's as he started
out as king. The great news is ... God wanted to listen to Solomon, too!

elij ==y (0] | What would you ask for if you could get anything?
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e INSTRUCTIONS: Ask the questions below, and let kids share what they would ask for. You could also have
kids write or draw their responses on sticky notes and have everyone come to the front and post them on a
wall or board.

e If someone said they would give you anything you asked for, what would you ask for?

e After hearing everyone's ideas, would you change your answer to a different one? Why?

e You all had some creative answers! | can see why getting those things might be fun or helpful. In today's
Bible story, we'll learn that God asked Solomon this question, and his answer was quite unexpected!

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

| 1 Kings 3:1-15 (Solomon Asks for Wisdom)

e INSTRUCTIONS: Have a sound bite of construction noise playing as background noise.

e Welcome back to Under Construction! As you can see, we are still under construction. And yes, it does seem
even noisier than last week! So many people are on this site to get the job done, and everyone has an
opinion of how it should be done. And they don't always agree.

o That kind of reminds me of what Solomon might have been going through when he became king.
His road to the throne was a little shaky, what with his brother trying to steal it from him and all, but
eventually, all went according to God's plan. Solomon became the next king of Israel and Judah.

o Solomon was young when he became king. It was a huge responsibility to run an entire kingdom.
But he knew, as his dad David had taught him, that all he had to do was love God and follow all
God's directions.

e Let'sread 1 Kings 3:4-5.

o After Solomon gave an offering, God appeared to him in a dream during the night. God told
Solomon, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you."

o What do you think a ruler needs most to run a kingdom? Do you think Solomon asked for those
things?

e Let'sfindoutin 1Kings 3:7-9.

o We don't know Solomon's exact age, but by his own description, he was very young. He wanted to
make sure that he could lead and serve God's people well.

o If you became a ruler right now, who might be coming to tell you how to run the kingdom?

o Solomon may have had a lot of people around him making a lot of noise. All those people giving
their opinions to Solomon must have made it confusing and difficult for him to make the right
decisions. Above all, he wanted to follow God and do what was right and good.

o That's how he knew exactly what to ask for. He asked for wisdom, a heart that was able to make
good decisions for God's people. He knew that if he had God's wisdom, everything else would fall
into place.

o How do you think God responded?

e Let'sread 1 Kings 3:10—-15.

o Solomon's request for great wisdom was pleasing to God. God granted Solomon just what he
asked for. But because of Solomon's selfless request, God also gave him great riches and honor.

o God let Solomon know having wisdom and riches wouldn't be enough, and Solomon would also
need to continue following God. If he kept God's commands, he was guaranteed a good, long life!
After this incredible dream, Solomon woke up and praised God with more offerings.

e Solomon's request was selfless and lined up with God's plans. Like Solomon, we can take our plans, ideas,
and requests to the architect, God, who oversees the blueprints for our lives. We know God wants what is
best for us and will always listen.
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| God listens to our requests.
Let's say the Big Idea together: God listens to our requests.

| A Clip Of Construction Sounds

e INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, show this clip (or something similar) that shows different sounds in a
construction zone. We always suggest viewing the clip beforehand to make sure you think it’s a video that will
be a good fit for your context!

e  What were some of the sounds that could be heard on a construction site?

e Do you think it would be easy or difficult for people to talk to each other in such a zone?

e | would imagine that all of us around the world praying to God with our requests would sound like a
construction zone! Is it even possible that God could hear me from all the voices that are being lifted up to
God every day?

e You know what? It is possible!

e (Godis always listening to you no matter what noises are around you. It can never be too noisy for God to
hear you. God wants to hear from you. Despite all the noise of our lives, we can be confident that God
listens to our requests.

| Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

e INSTRUCTIONS: Have kids close their eyes and listen as you read these verses to them.

e The verses we just read come from the book of Proverbs, a collection of wise sayings. Can you guess who
wrote these words? You guessed it ... Solomon!

e |f you remember why Solomon asked God for wisdom in today's Bible story, he said it was because he
wanted to know right from wrong. He wanted to be a king that would rule God's people well. So, God gave
Solomon great wisdom. If we examine Solomon's words in Proverbs, we can see God gave him the wisdom
he requested!

¢ What are some of the wise things Solomon said in this collection of proverbs we just read? We can
summarize them this way:

There are things more valuable than riches.

God loves everyone equally.

People who mistreat others will not succeed for long.

People who give to others will receive blessings.

God helps those in need and wants us to do the same.

e [t'sonly because of the wisdom God gave Solomon that he could understand and share these truths with
others. And Solomon got his wisdom because he made his request known to God, and God listened!

e God always does. Jesus came to earth as an answer to the people's requests thousands of years ago.
God's people had been waiting for a savior for a long time, and then one day, God sent Jesus!

e Aren't you glad God listens to our requests?

O O O O O

| Under Construction, Episode 2
INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week's episode of Grow TV.
(https://vimeo.com/928574021/81efe70d9¢c )

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?
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FEIEE | Make Your Requests

e INSTRUCTIONS: Have kids sit in groups of two or three. Let kids know we will take some time to talk to God
by praying. Give them a few moments to get their wiggles out. If you have a group struggling to sit still, help
them slow down by taking a few slow, deep breaths. Conclude this time by praying for the whole group.

e Let's practice taking our requests to God. God is listening to us right now, just like God always is. You can
talk to God about anything, but let's try a few together. | will start with something to talk to God about, and
in your groups, you can each take a turn talking to God about your own requests!

e What request do you have for God about ...

o Your school?
o Your church?
o Your family?
o Your world?

e God knows what we need before we even ask. Asking God shows that we know everything we need can
only come from God. And when we ask God, God listens to our requests.

WAV AAY IS = | James 1:5 (NIV)

INSTRUCTIONS: Learn the memory verse together using any combination of the resources provided: memory
verse coloring page, sign language motions, or choose from this list of our favorite memorization techn/ques!

e ‘If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will
be given to you.”

e (God, it is so wonderful that you listen to our requests. Help us to have full confidence that you can and want
to answer us. Thank you so much for providing what we need and more. Amen.

SMALL GROUP TIME

e SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS
o What did Solomon ask God for? Wisdom.
o Why did Solomon ask for wisdom instead of other things like riches and honor? He wanted to serve
God's people well, he knew he was young and needed help governing the people.
o What was God's response to Solomon's request? God was pleased with Solomon. God gave him
great wisdom and even blessed him with more than he asked for.
o Read Proverbs 22:1-2. How do these words written by Solomon show that God listened to his
request for wisdom?
e APPLICATION QUESTIONS
o What are some things that we can ask God for?
o What do you think it means if God doesn't give us something we request?
o How can we be sure God always listens to us?
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