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WHAT? What are we talking about today? 

 

ACTIVITY | Find The Difference 

• INSTRUCTIONS: For this activity, you'll need the printable either projected on a screen or printed out for kids. 

Kids will work individually or in pairs to determine the differences between the two images. 

• Can you tell the difference between something original and something copied? Let's look at the painting 

'The Bedroom" by the famous artist Vincent Van Gogh. 

• You did a great job figuring out the differences between a copy and the original. Speaking of original, no one 

is more original than God. There's nothing fake, copied, or pretend that can even come close to how 

awesome God is.  

• Today, we're going to see proof of that as we hear a story about how God did something amazing for a 

couple who made a special place for the prophet Elisha in their home. I wonder if that room looked like Van 

Gogh's painting. 

 

QUESTION | What is something you think is impossible?  

• INSTRUCTIONS: Invite kids to share their answers freely. Choose a few responses and discuss why that thing 

is or isn't impossible.  

• What are some things you think are impossible?  

• Throughout history, lots of stuff that seemed impossible turned out to be possible! Like flying in airplanes, 

talking on phones, and using cars and electricity.  

• It makes you wonder if "impossible" is just a word we make up. Well, some things are still impossible, but in 

today's Bible story, we'll find out that the same rules don't apply to God. 

 

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us? 

WEEK 2 
LESSON GUIDE 

ABOUT THIS WEEK 
Some paintings are so large they seem impossible to make—especially when we're first learning about art!  
This week, we'll hear the story of when Elisha prayed for God to bring the Shunammite's son back to life.  

The Shunammite knew that what Elisha was asking was a big, impossible task that could never  
happen, but Elisha knew that God can do impossible things. 

 

BIG IDEA 
God can do  

impossible things. 

BIBLE 
Elisha and The Shunammite's Son:  
2 Kings 4:8–37; Colossians 1:3–14 

 
 

https://sycu.org/IT_Printable1_Week2_Elementary_GrowKids
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SCRIPTURE | 2 Kings 4:8–37 (Elisha And The Shunammite's Son) 

• INSTRUCTIONS: If you can, draw elements of the story as you tell it—even simple stick figures are great. (Or 

pass out paper and pencils to the kids and have them draw it out) 

• Hello, artists! Welcome back to the Imagine That! studio. We're going to create artwork inspired by 

Scripture. 

• In today's Bible story, Elisha went to a place called Shunem, where the people were called Shunammites. 

• Let's see what happens there by reading 2 Kings 4:8–10. 

o The Shunammite lady and her husband set up a special room for Elisha to stay in whenever he 

visited their town. 

o What are some of the cozy things that the Shunammite woman might have put in Elisha's room? 

We know there was a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp. Draw these items. 

o What else do you think might have been there?  

o The couple did something really nice. Even though Elisha didn't have a lot, he wanted to do 

something in return because they were so kind to him. 

• Let’s find out what he was thinking in 2 Kings 4:11–14.  

o Picture this: Elisha is taking a break on his bed. Draw Elisha on a bed. And guess what? His good 

friend Gehazi is right there, sitting on a chair. Draw Gehazi on a chair.  

o They're talking about how they can help the Shunammite woman. Even though she didn't ask for 

anything, Gehazi suggests that maybe she'd like a child. 

• Then what did Elisha do? Let's find out in 2 Kings 4:15–17.  

o The woman asked Elisha not to get her hopes up—she wanted a child for so long. But Elisha knew 

that God could do what humans cannot do. He told her that she would have a baby in a year.  

o And guess what? Against all odds, she did. Draw the woman with a baby. 

• But the story takes a turn in 2 Kings 4:18–28. 

o Paint these scenes in your mind: A boy running to his dad, feeling really hurt. The boy sadly passed 

away while resting on his mom's lap. The mom gently placed the boy on the bed where Elisha 

would sleep at their house. The mom quickly rode a donkey to seek help from Elisha. 

o Why do you think the woman went straight to Elisha?  

o Elisha was really sad to hear that the Shunammite woman had lost her son. The child was a 

blessing that the woman couldn't have even imagined, and now, he had been taken from her. There 

was nothing anyone could do about it ... or was there? 

• Let’s see what Elisha does in 2 Kings 4:29–37.  

o Elisha helped the boy by doing something like CPR, but what really brought him back to life was 

when Elisha prayed to God. God listened to the prayer and made the boy alive again. The boy 

sneezed seven times and then opened his eyes. That's how they knew he was truly back! 

o I love when a story has a happy ending, don't you? Picture the Shunammite woman and her 

husband smiling with the boy between them.  

o Draw three figures with smiley faces. A beautiful picture, isn't it? 

• At the start of the story, the Shunammite woman faced a really tough situation. She thought it was 

impossible for her to have a child. But guess what? One miracle happened, and she had a baby. Then, 

another impossible thing happened. When her son died, a second miracle happened. He came back to life. 

• Sometimes, things that seem impossible at first might be miracles from God waiting to happen. So, don't 

lose hope if something seems really hard—a miracle might be just around the corner. Imagine that!  

 

BIG IDEA | God can do impossible things.  

• INSTRUCTIONS: Introduce the kids to today’s Big Idea. 
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• God can do impossible things.  

 

OBJECT LESSON | Paintbrush Talk 

• INSTRUCTIONS: For this object lesson, every kid will need paintbrushes. Otherwise, you can hold one 

paintbrush up for all to see.  

• A masterpiece isn't made with just one stroke of the paintbrush. Why do you think that is? 

• Every work of art is made of many brush strokes and mixed paint of different colors. The picture comes to 

life as the artist adds every stroke. Imagine trying to paint something with just one continuous brush stroke. 

It'd be impossible. At some point, the brush would run out of paint, and you'd have to lift it off the paper or 

canvas to get more. 

• In our Bible story, imagine if the Shunammite woman and Elisha had given up when the boy Elisha 

promised her passed away. It could have been easy for them to quit when the boy didn't wake up, even 

after Elisha tried using his staff. Nobody would have blamed them for giving up—this was impossible. 

• But at the moment they were ready to lift their paintbrush, they handed it to God, who creatively allowed 

some impossible things to happen. 

• Sometimes, life can get tricky with stuff happening all over that seems out of control. But guess what? We 

have a super awesome God who can do anything. When things seem impossible, we can pray to God and 

wait for God to answer. God can do impossible things.  

 

SCRIPTURE | Colossians 1:3–14 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Invite the kids to close their eyes and listen as you read the Scripture passage. Stop after 

each verse or couple of verses and ask kids to call out some words that stand out to them.  

• What words or images stand out to you in these verses?  

• When I read these words, I think of a beautiful tree with lots of different fruit. Each fruit represents 

something good that we could do, like helping a friend, sharing with someone in need, listening when 

someone is sad or upset, doing what our parents ask, and telling a friend how much Jesus loves us. 

• I also imagine a cheering stadium celebrating the mighty victories of Jesus! How Jesus beat death—what 

could be more impossible than that? He rescued us from the power of sin, the things that harm our 

relationship with God. Because of Jesus, we live in a "kingdom of light" rather than a "dominion of darkness." 

• Thanks to Jesus, we can talk to God anytime we want to, just like the writer of this passage always prayed 

for others. So, whenever something that seems impossible comes along, we can remember to pray instead 

of getting discouraged. Because God can do impossible things.  

 

VIDEO | Imagine That!, Episode 2 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week's episode of Grow TV.  

(https://vimeo.com/947028107/efc0dd70bc?share=copy ) 

 

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it? 

 

RESPONSE | Pray For Impossible Things 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Have kids share in pairs or groups of three. Afterward, volunteers can share their responses 

with the large group. After each response, say a quick, one-sentence prayer.  

• The Shunammite woman was really kind to Elisha by opening the doors to her home to him. That opened 

the doors for impossible blessings from God, like having a son when she thought it wasn't possible and 

even bringing him back to life when he died. She had asked Elisha not to get her hopes up, but Elisha was 

sure that God could do anything. 

https://sycu.org/IT_TeachingVideo2_Elementary_GrowKids
https://vimeo.com/947028107/efc0dd70bc?share=copy


 

      IMAGINE THAT! | WEEK 2 | LESSON GUIDE  

 

 

Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy (Volume 8) ©2024 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org 

• Sometimes, we hesitate to ask God for impossible things because we don't want to get our hopes up. But 

it’s not up to us to decide what God can or can't do. Nothing is impossible for God.  

• But while we can trust God to do the impossible, we can leave it to God to decide whether these impossible 

things will happen. We can only pray and ask God about it, then leave the results to God. 

o Is there something in the world that feels impossible that you want to talk to God about? 

o What about in your own life?  

• Let's not stop praying to God about all things. God can do impossible things. 

 

MEMORY VERSE | Ephesians 2:10a (NIV) 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Learn the memory verse together using any combination of the resources provided: memory 

verse coloring page, sign language motions, or choose from this list of our favorite memorization techniques! 

• “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.” 

 

PRAYER 

• God, you are bigger, stronger, and more creative than we can even imagine. Forgive us for the times we 

haven't prayed because we didn't trust that you can make impossible things possible. Thank you for being 

a God who can do impossible things. Amen. 

 

SMALL GROUP TIME 

 

DISCUSSION 

• SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS 

o What did the Shunammite woman and her husband do for Elisha? They prepared a room for him to 

stay in whenever he was in town. 

o How did she respond when Elisha told her she would become a mother? Why do you think she 

responded in this way? She said, “No, my lord, O man of God; do not lie to your servant.” She might 

have been afraid to hope for something and be disappointed about it later if it did not happen. 

o What was the Shunammite woman’s first response when she learned that her son had died? What 

does this say about her faith? She turned to Elisha. She did not know what to expect, but she knew 

that God could do something impossible through Elisha. 

o Read Colossians 1:13–14. What is the impossible thing that God makes possible in this Scripture? 

God “rescued us from the dominion of darkness” and forgave our sins. 

• APPLICATION QUESTIONS  

o Why is it easy to give up on things that seem impossible?  

o Can you think of a time when something felt impossible at first but then became possible?  

o What are some impossible things that you can pray for this week?  

 

 

https://sycu.org/IT_MemoryVerseColoring_GrowKids
https://sycu.org/IT_MemoryVerseColoring_GrowKids
https://sycu.org/IT_MemoryVerseSigns_GrowKids
https://sycu.org/MemorizationList_GrowCurriculum

